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SOCIETY at the Library 
The Chicago Guitar Society 

will giv e its second program 
of the 1962-63 season Saturday, 
November 3 at 12:15 p.m. in the 
Chicago Public library, Michi
gan avenue and Randolph street. 

The pro gram in the s e c ond 
floor assembly hall, Randolph 
street corridor, is being given 
as part of the library's Con
cert Hour series. The program 
is free. 

Performers will be Richard 
Pick, guitar composer and teach
er, and Reg ina Martinez, presi
dent of the Chicago Guitar Soc
iety, playing selections from 
the Peer Gynt suites by Grieg; 
Patrick Ferrer i, a musician on 
th e staff of American Broadcast
ing company, performing solos 
by Handel, Sor, Tans man, and 
Turina. 

Richard Pick will accompany 
Helene Alter, coloratura-sopra
no, in songs by Purcell, Dow
land, Campion, and in English 
and Irish traditional numbers. 
Mrs. Alter has appeared in pre
vious library concerts and on 
television station WTTW. 

The program will be closed 
with performance of Tr :to, opus 
26 by L. de Call. Per fo rmers: 
Richard Pick, Patrick Ferreri, 
Regina Mart inez, Greta Bresl er, 
Carmen Denes , and Robert Kusel. 
Mrs. Bresler and Mrs. Denes are 
homemakers. Mr. Kusel is an 
advertisin g salesman. 

The Concert Hour series is 
sponsored by the librar y 's Mu
sic Department and is held at 
12:1 5 p.m. Sat urdays from the 
first week in October thru Na
tional Music week, which usual
ly falls the first week in May. 
Chicago area music groups per
form at the concerts and local 
10 of the American Federation 
of Musicians usually gives two 
months of these programs. 

In addition to the Concert 
Hour series the Music Depart
ment sponsores free recorded 
concerts durin g the O ct ob er 
to May music season. The con
certs are g iven every Wednesday 
from 12:15 to 12:45 p.m.in the 
second floor assembly hall. 

Browsing 
We perfer the scenic route 

to the Music Department of the 
Chicago Public library. And if 
you travel this road it's via 
the Randolph street corridor 
which you enter and are greeted 
with that wonderful smell of 
books, special to libraries and 
certain bookstores where books 
are aging or, if new, are much 
used and old before their time. 

Once in this corridor of mar
ble with ornate ceilingyoupass 
or detour to, as the case may 
be, the Fine Arts room on the 
one hand and t h e A pp 1 i ed 
Science-Technology room on the 
other. 

If you've kept on straight 
and narrow path you come upon 
a place that demands brow sing 
with its Popular library on the 
left, picture displays on the 
right, and inbetween a goodly 
assortment of glass cases with 
displays that have ranged from 
fancy buttons to old :oowspapers. 
Once past these obstacles take 
a hard left at the stairs, then 
thru ornamental iron gates, an
other sharp turn, this time to 
the right, and you 1 re in a cor
ridor lined with colorful tra
vel posters. 

Shortly you are upon the Mu
sic Department and we think it 
a nice way to get there. How
ever if you're determined not 
to tarry, it 1 s the Washington 
street corridor for you and a 
quicker and less distracting 
route. 

As for the Music Department 
it can do things for you and has 
light to shed upon the guitar. 
A search of the premises reveals 
books, magazines, sheet music 
and instruction man uels, and 
phonograph records; the majority 
of the materials therein avail
able to take home for three ..eEk s 
after the proper formalities at 
the the check out desks. 

If it's sheet music and in
struction manuals you're after 
head for the Score room and dir
rect your attention tothe 787.6 
series ( the standard 1 i bra ry 
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Rey de la Torre 

Rey de la Torre will sppear 
in a concert Saturday, November 
3 on the Illinois Institute of 
Technology campus. The perfoim
ance will be at 8:30 p. m. in 
Grover M. Hermann Hall, 33d and 
Dearborn streets. Tickets at 
$3 each will be available at the 
door. He appears under tm in
stitute Is Artist Series which 
will feature Suzanne Bloch, lu
tenist. in April. We regret we 
were unable to get Rey de 1 a 
Torre I s program in time far pub
lication in -CHICAGO GUITAR. 

On the Chicago Guitar Soci
ety home front we find Richard 
Pick performing October 23 in 
Curtis Hall for the Chicago 
Artists Association and in the 
Edgewater Beach Hotel October 
27 for the &Jed ish Covenant Hos
pital fund raising dinner. On 
November 11 society membr John 
Hunt will perform en the guitar 
and sing for the Evanstcn Worn -
en 1 s Club. 
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PROGRAM NOTES 
Edvard Grieg, born 1843 and 

died at the age of 64 in 1907, 
is considered Norway's fore
most composer. His Peer Gynt 
suite did more than any other 
of his works to spread his fame 
thruout the world. 

In January, 1874 when Grieg 
was Jl, Henrik Ibsen requested 
him to -write the incidental mu
sic for his play Peer Gynt. 

The music was composed be
tween 1874 and 1875. The first 
performance with Grieg's music 
was given February 24, 1876 at 
Christiania (now Oslo and Grieg's 
home for several years). The 
main parts of the music subse
quently were arranged into two 
orchestral suites. The Death 
of Aase from Suite No. l is con
sidered one of the finest ex
amples of threnody (an elegy, 
song of lamentation). 

Grieg gave musical express
ion to Norwegian nationali sm 
by translatin g into artistic 
terms the folk son g s and folk 
rhythms of his people and he 
brought to the world their mood 
and the feelin g of his rugged 
land. 

Grieg is not, perhaps, in the 
same league as Bach and Beet
hoven. Hew.rote no operas; he 
wrote no great symphonies;much 
of his piano music is simple. 

He was a tone poet, an im
pressionist who composed simple 
and lyrical thin g s. While his 
heal th apparently pre v e n t ed 
him from more sustained efforts 
Grieg is an important composer 
with genius and greatness and 
his harmonic or ginality influ
enced later composers. 

By the time he was 40 he had 
received widespread recognition 
as a composer and established a 
re putation as apianist and con
ductor. He received many honers 
during his lifetime including 
doctor of music degrees from 
Cambridge and Oxford universi
ties. 

His 60th birthday in 1903 
was observed in the musical 
world with many concerts both 
in Europe and America devoted 
wholly or in part to its com
memoration. Despite such honors 
Grie g remained a shy and unas
suming man. 

Upon his death he was c re
mated at his request and hi s 
ashes placed in an urn w h ich 
was sealed in a grotto on the 

side of' a steep cliff jutting 
out over the fjord and visable 
from Troldhaugen. This is the 
villa he built . in 1885 six miles 
from Bergen. The sealed grotto 
is marked with a stone slab that 
says simply "Edvard Grieg. 11 

Richard Pick and Regina 
Martinez will perform the en
tire Peer Gynt Suite No.l ( opus 
46) and the fourth and last 
movement, Solvejg 1 s Song, from 
Suite No. 2 (opus 55) . Ri chard 
Pick transcribed the work. It 
will be noted that Solvejg' s 
Song has been inserted in Suite 
No. 1. This was done for rea
sons of musical continuity and 
will b& clear from the follow-
1ng story line of Peer Gynt. 

The story is thus: Peer Gyn t 
is a Norwe gi an peasant youth 
whose talk of becomin g emperor 
of the world and ruffanly ways 
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November 3, at 12:15 p.m. 

drive his mother, Aase, to dis
traction. People do not like 
him and avoid him. Upon hear
ing the beautiful Ingrid is to 
be married he carries the bride 
away into the mountainsleaving 
the next day taunting that she 
is not as tender-hearted as the 
girl Solvejg who loves him. 

After diverse adventures he 
finds himself' In the Ha 11 of 
the Mountain King where he is 
tortured by gnomes and sprites 
who dance about him wildly and 
hurl threats. The scene gets 
wilder and climaxes when the 
hall collapses in a grand crash 
at the sound of church bells. 

Peer then builds a hut in 
the forest where Solvejg comes 
to him sayin g she wants to be 
his bride. But Peer is haunt.al. 
by gn omes and leaves her tore-
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Saturday afternoon 

Chicago Public Library 

PROGRAM 

I 
Regina Martinez Richard Pick 

Peer Gynt Suite - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Edvard Grieg 
1. Morning Mood 
4. Solvejg's Song 

2. The Death of Aase J. Anitra's Dance 
5. In the Hall of the Mountain King 

Chorale - - - - - - -
Theme and Variations 
Mazurka -
Fandanguillo - - - -

II 

Patrick Ferreri 

III 

- - G. F. Handel 
- - F. Sor 

- - A. Tansman 
J. Turina 

Helene Alter 
Richard Pick 

Coloratura Soprano 
Guitar 

Come Again - - - - -
What Shall I Do? 
I Attempt from Love's Sickness to Fly 
When Laura Smiles - - - - - - - - - - - -
I Will Give My Love an Apple - - - -
The Sally Gardens - - - - - - - - - -

IV 

Dowland (1563-1626) 
Purcell (1659-1695) 
Purcell (1659-1695) 
Campion (1567-1620) 
English Traditional 
Ir i s h Traditional 

Gre t a Bresler 
Regina Martinez 

Carmen Denes 
Richard Pick 

Robert Kusel 
Patrick Ferreri 

Trio, Opus 26 - - - - - - - - - - - - L. de Call 



If it I s news from other gui
tar societies you want we have 
some. A letter co!lBs from Vah
dah Olcott Bickfor d from o u t 
Los Angeles, California way and 
who has been associated with the 
American Gui tar Society since 
its inception in 1923. 

This guitar society we be
lieve to be the oldest in the 
states. But if not, it is CEr
tainly one of the most thriving 
and active. It has ptblished a 
number of books for its menbers 
including Bach, Chopin, Mozart, 
and Spanish and Mexi can aJbums. 

Judging from recent programs 
the society continues at th e 
same high level of act i vity. 
This August the society produ::ed 
its 4th French program which in
cluded no less than 15 g uitar 
solos, three lute solos, son g s 
with lute or guitar, and duets 
with guitar, mandocello, and 
cello. 

Far from having deplet.ed its 
resources, the society sallied 
forth into September with an 
almost equally varied program. 

Another giving impetus to the 
guitar is Irma Wassall, secre
tary of the Wichita Society of 
the Classic Gui tar since its t&
ginning in 1956. She has stu
died with Rey de la Torre and 
Richard Dyer-Bennet. Sre writes 
Rey de la Torre will make his 
fourth appearance under scciety 
auspices February 10. Japanese 
guitarist Jiro Matsud a also has 
been sponsored among others.In 
addition the society has a pro
gram and meeting monthly. The 
current head of the society is 
Dan c. Tevis. 

From the Gui tar Society of 
Colorado comes their ne.sletter 
La Gui tarra ( a good one w i t h 
music reprint and some wordsb¥ 
Sor about practice and approi.ch) 
and the society's August f la
menco and classic guitar pro
gram produced in the Bo nfils 
Theatre. Also c omes a catrnuni
cation from Dr. Grant Steffen, 
who performed at this program, 
and who studied with Rich ard 
Pick during his last two years 
of medical school at the Uni
versity of Illinois. 

He is now taking his resid
ency in internal medicine in a 
combined program at Color a do 
General and Denver Vet e r ans 
Administration hospitals. The 
do ctor writes that he has one 
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guitar student of his own and 
further that he (Dr. Steffen) 
ventured forth in a profession
al appearance of his own. Upcn 
surveying the results of that 
venture he has prescribed sev
eral years of practice are in 
order. 

Of interest is the Kiwanis 
Music Festival in Toronto,Can
ada and the work of the Guitar 
Society of Toronto. Since 1961 
the festival has had a guitar 
section after the society sug
gested it be added and agreoo to 
underwrite the expenses of the 
judge. The festival, given two 
weeks in February and an impar
musical event in Toronto, has 
some 70 sections and 28,000 oon
testants from Canada and the U. 

de SOUNDING oft BOARD 
A 

The Maroon Bells of Colorado 
are mountains of spectacular 
form and color with red-violet 
hues even more exaggerated by 
gleaming snow on peaks all mir
rored again in the cool water 
of Maroon lake. 

For eight miles back from 
the Bells, a road follows the 
winding course ofa r r cing moun
tain stream toward the old min
ing town of Aspen. Here on a 
wide green meadow an enormous 
colorful tent was the fecal point 
of the 11th International De
sign conference from June 18th 
thru June 24th, 1961. 

Virtually every state and 
many foreign countries were re
presented by conferees, speak
ers, and moderators for seminar 
sessions. Theme of the con
ference was the investigation 
of Man as a Problem Solver. 

Problem solvin g is a general 
but basic skill and for the 
most part it is a learned and 
acquired ab 111 ty. Since o u r 
concern here is with the gui
tar I contend, that while it 
is only one, it is one o f the 
best means I know for develop
ing this invaluable skill for 
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S.A. Kenneth Young, society 
secretary, writes the guitar 
section has improved since its 
1961 beginning and that 1962 it 
had 40 guitar entries and gui
tar duets and trios were added. 
Three of the guitarists played 
in the Stars of the Kiwanis Fes
tival that climaxes the event. 

Deadline for the 1963 festi
val was October 27. 

Altho it was some time ago 
( spring to be exact) we want to 
mention receipt of the program 
of the all Ponce reel tal byGuil
lermo Flores Mendez given at 
Puebla, Mexico as part oft he 
Classical Guitar Festival of the 
First Congress of Associatoo Mex:
ican Guitarists. 

living. 
However, it can not be as

sumed that mere exposure to the 
instrument will automatically 
bring about ability to solve 
problems. Certain basic atti
tudes must be present within 
before any significant values 
can be realized without. Per
haps one of the primary attri
butes is the ability to attach 
significance and purpose to one's 
interests and activities. 

It has lately seemed to me 
that limiting our incentive for 
studying the guitar tosuch ob
jectives as supplying aform of 
amusement, as a kind of seda
tive or a balm for a flag ging 
ego, is to study for dismal dis
appointment. A more profound 
significance must surely undariy 
our pursuits else they prove 
frivolous, futile, and unrewaro
ing. 

Now it may seem to some that 
a rather grim and joyless road 
lies ahead for the serious stu
dent. On the contrary, there 
are few greater satisfactions 
than experiencing the exhilara
tion of accomplishment and pSl'
sonal development. 

It is a matter of choice as 
to wheth er the frivolous and 
temporary satisfactions of a 
carnival or amusement park are 
preferable to the serious and 
permanent satisfactions of the 
Grand Tetons or the Maroon Bells. 
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Browsing Continued 

reference for guitar) in th e 
Subject catalo~. There you will 
find music and/or instruction 
methods by Carcassi, Carulli, 
Debussy, Pick, Ponce, Sar, Tans
man, Tarrega, and Villa-Lobos 
among others. 

To search out the real pro
ducts the following procedure 
will suffice: for sheet music 
advance to the south wall and 
if still capable of squatting, 
hunt out the bottom, sec o n d 
drawer from right of file cab
inet; for instruction manuals 
head for !helves marked Cello
Flute -Brass-Percussion, there 
find your wants wedged between 
tomes on Double Bass and the 
5-String Banjo. 

In the Book room all is not 
as well as the librarian would 
desire ·for guitar enthusiasts 
because of the genuine scarcity 
of material written about the 
guitar. The card catalog con
tains a handful of cards refer
ring to three books on the sub
ject: The Guitar and Mandolin 
by Philip J. Bone; 'Ihe Story of 
the Spanish Guitar by Albe rt 
Percy Sharpe; and Make Your Own 
8iianish Guitar, also by fuarpe. 

e catalog card directs the 
searcher to the Vertical file 
which upon inspection contains 
an assortment of clippings and 
pamphlets. 

Also in the Book room a re 
copies for inspection on the 
premises of Guitar Review, pub
lished by the Society of the 
Classic Guitar in New York;the 
Guitar News, published in Eng
land; and Chicago Guitar, pub
lished by this society. In ad
dition there are the standard 
music references. However, in 
the main they are disappointing 
in their lack of material m tl'.e 
guitar and its composers. 

Coming to the Record r o om 
we find a more favorable state 
of conditions. There is a var
ied assortment of records in
cluding discs by Rey de la Torre, 
Yepes, Sabicas, Montoya, Pick, 
Tarrago, and Segovia, not to 
mention a wide range of f o 1 k 
music ranging from selections 
by Richard Dyer-Bennet to Bal
lads of the War of 1812 sung by 
Wallace House with lute accom
paniment . 

To see what's available in 
guitar records investigate the 
787. 6 series of cards i n the 
shelf list catalog. If it i s 
folk music vou I re after look in 
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the 784.11-784.19 shelf 1 is t 
series covering songs of dif
ferent countries. 

Under the record catalog of 
music titles and composers are 
two listings you might other
wise miss. Under the composers 
name we find Segovia performlrg 
Castelnuovo-Tedesco 1 s Concerto 
for Guitar and Orchestra, and 
Rena ta Tarr ago' s performance of 
Rodrigo's Concierto de Aranjuez. 

The department has five ma
chines for ear phone listening 
to records on the premises and 
listenin g appointments are ma:le 
for half-hour intervals. If you 
want to share your listel'lll1s by 
all means bring a friend. The 
department has several attach
ments for each machine. 

NOTES cont. 
turn to his mother. Aase is on 
her death bed and dies in his 
arms (The Death of Aase). 

Peer then turns up in Africa 
and gets involved with Anitra, 
a very pretty girl who does a 
dance (Anitra I s Dance). She ca
joles Peer out of all his jewils 
and then lights out. 

He gets shipwreched on the 
Norwegian coast, returns to his 
forest hut where Solvejg is vow
ingshe will wait faithfully for 
his return (Solvejg 1 s Song),and 
there he dies. 

Morning Mood is a prel u de 
to the fourth act of the play. 

The selections that Patrick 
Ferreri will play are important 
in the repertoire of the guitar. 
Handel is the master of opera 
and oratorio. The Messiah is 
one of the best known of the 
latter. 

Sor is one of the most im
portant composers for the gui
tar. Those interested in this 
composer's life and works are 
directed to the June 1962 is
sue of Gui tar Review and t h e 
article by William Sasser ti
tled "In Search of Sor. " Al tho 
we mentioned the worth of this 
article in our October issue 
we mention it again after some 
preliminary searching in wh ich 
we found not much to speak of 
about Sor, even in standard re
ferences. 

Tansman is a Polish born co~ 
temporary composer who has com
posed several guitar pieces in
cluding Cavatina played at our 
October program by Irving Wil
kins. Source materials a r e 

available on his life and works 
and Chicago Gui tar did a sum
mary on this composer in th e 
October issue. 

Turina was a Spanish pianist 
and composer who died in 1949. 
Fandanguillo is one of several 
guitar pieces he composed. 

John Dowland was an English 
lutenist and composer who was 
famous during his lifetime as a 
lutenist and singer. Tho mas 
Campion, an English contempariry 
of his, was a physician, poet, 
and composer who had more than 
100 songs published. Purce 11 
was one of England I s great com
posers despite his death at the 
age of 36. He was composer in 
chief to church, court, stage 
and chamber. The words to The 
Sally Gardens were written by 
the English poet William Butlir 
Yeats. The guitar arrangement 
for this song is Richard Pick 1s 
and is in his First Repertoire 
for Classic Guitar. 

The Chicago Guitar Society 
invites new members. Member
ship applications are available 
at the door during our programs 
or by writing to society head
quarters, 22 E. Van Buren st., 
Chicago 5, Illinois. 

If your address is incorrect, 
if we have mispelled your name, 
please notify us so we may cor -
rect our mailing list. 

CHICAGO GUITAR is the offi
cial publication of the Chicago 
Gui tar Society, a non - profit 
organization devoted to the 
classic guitar. 

Suzanne Avery is editor. Mrs. 
Regina Martinez is president of 
the society. Richard Pick is 
chairman of the board. 

Inquiries and material for 
CHICAGO GUITAR should be direct
ed to society headquarters at 
22 E. Van Buren st., Chicago 5, 
Illinois. 


