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PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE. 

Our first Bulletin appeared two years ago and this month we issue our twelfth number. 
This is a notable achievement, which clearly demonstrates not only the determination and 

perseverance of those who are responsible for it, but also the moral support and friendly co-operation 
of many guitarists and guitar-lovers throughout the world. 

I can state without any hesitati(!n that but for our Hon. Editor, Mr. W. Appleby, it would 
have been impossible to undertake such a task two years ago. He, with the assistance of 
Mrs. Appleby, spent many precious hours in preparing all the material for publication. The first 
four numbers especially demanded a .lot of time as they were duplicated personally by them. 
The fifth number appeared in printed form; and the sixth one started that kind of Bulletin which 
is so familiar ·to our readers, with the decorative heading designed by our talented artist 
Mr. H. Bream. 

As Editor, Mr. Appleby has shown extreme devotion to our cause and his work was unanim
ously praised by the members at our general meeting. 

The position of an Editor is not an easy one. I know by my own experience as Editor once 
of a Rotary Club Bulletin. The work demands a lot of care and dispassion, because it is not 
only impossible to please everybody, but also difficult to bring to terms many controversial points 
of view. · 

However, Mr. Appleby has succeeded in finding "that happy medium," which leads to 
HARMONIOUS P,'.\RTNERSHIP. 

BORIS A. PEROTT ' 
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REPORT FROM .THE SECRETARY 

Miss J. VoLLARS 

At our April meeting we had the added pleasure 
of-having two new members with us who delighted 
us with their songs to the guitar. I refer to Miss 
Victoria Kingsley and Mr. Elton Hayes. Miss 
Kingsley is now in Spain and we look forward to 
welcoming her with fresh news from that beautiful 
country! 

In May we had a surprise in the appearance of 
Mr. Jesus Ruiz and he played us some very invigor-· 
ating flamenco music. 

Miss Gow, the daughter of our member before 
the war Mrs. Gow, was persuaded to give us a 
flamenco number too. We hope to hear her again 
very often ! Our staunch performing members 
saw to it that the classic style of playing was well 
upheld. · We were_ happy to see Mr. Moy Thomas 
with us again after a long absence. 

I feel an explanati_?n is due" for the change of 
date of our May meeting, but Alliance Hall 
sudder.:ly decided that they could not make the 
hall available Whitsun Saturday. 

Last week I met Madame Alice de Belleroche, 
who is spending a short holiday in London. I hope 
to persuade her l;msband to stay long enough for 
her to appear at our next meeting. 

Julian Bream had another-oppor:tunity to play 
·privately to some friends from Spain and especially 
invited guests. This was kindly arranged for him 
by Mrs. Edwards at her flat. Madame Alice de 
Belleroche was also present and she delighted us 
with her exquisite playing. In spite of the intense 
heat Julian did himself great credit. . 

N.B.-Some months ago a silver brooch with 
amethyst was found in the hall. 

REPORTS OF LONDON MEETINGS 

~ent by MR. H. G. BREAM 

April 19th, 1947. 
Nothing succeeds like success. This seems to be 

proved by the continued improvement in the atten
. dances at our meetings. April 19th was another 
very successful meeting. 

1. Mr. J. Freeman Ca.price 
Rosita 
Chanson 
Waltz 

2. Mr. L. Smith 

3. Julian Bream Prelude 
Minuet 

4. Dr. Levy 
Valse Favourite 
Minuet 
Allemande 

5. Miss V. Kingsley Finnish Song 

Legnani 
Tarrega 

Shand 
Shand 

Tarrega 
Sor 

Coste 
Carcassi 

Bach-Segovia 

Come Away Death Own setting 
6. Mr. W. GloveF Rosenthal Traditional-transcribed 

for guitar by 
Dolmetsch 

7. Senor Mantas Flamenco 
8. Mr. Elton Hayes Songs with guitar 

Shady Grove 
Two \Xiine Glasses 

9. Miss Vollers Spanish song with guitar 
10. Mrs. Greaves Study 

Romance d'amor 
Arabia 

Coste 
V. Gomez 

Oyanguren 

'May 17th, 1947. 
Real enthusiasm was shown by members in an 

audition for guitars which was held at this meeting. 
The idea was to submit for comparison various 
guitars, to find which the audience considered to be 
the best instrument for tone and volume. 

Julian Bream was selected to be the guitarist for 
the occasion. He played the instruments at the 
back of the Hall, the audience facing the other 
way. Not until the end of the contest was the 
audience able to know what guitars had been 
played. Eleven guitars were entered for the 
contest. Several of them were by famous modern 
makers, including two modern English, and also 
guitars by older masters, among them guitars 
made a century ago. 

These guitars w~re played in groups of five and 
six respectively, the same piece of music for all. 
and the one selected in each section was submitted 
for final comparison. 

The considered best guitar of the first group 
was-a modern English guitar and the second 
group winner was the latest in modern Spanish 
instruments, probably the most costly in the 
contest. Somewhat surprising as this may seem, 
these two instruments received equal votes in the 
final. To arrive at a decision Julian, who played 
the guitars; was asked his opinion and he favoured 
the Spar1'tsh make. • 

This result might have been different with 
another audience but the fact that the English arrd 
Spanish makes w.ere so level in the final does seem 
to suggest that guitar-makers in England can feel 
encouraged to go ahead and produce the instru
ments we so badly need. 

With so many fine instruments in the Hall there 
was an atmosphere of excitement and to add to 
this Sefior Jesus Ruiz arrived and delighted the 
audience with his grand playing in brilliant style 
and polished technique. · 

1. Mrs. Evelyn 
~ngsrnill Giordani 

Fernandiere 
Bach-Segovia 

Rimsky-Korsakov
V. 0. Bickford ' 

3. Senor Jesus Ruiz in group of Flamenco and 

2. Julian Bream 

Caro mio ben 
Rondo 
Prelude 
Chanson Hindou 

punteado pieces, among 
them Rosita 

4. Seiior Mantas Flamenco 
5. Miss V. Kingsley Brazilian song to the Guitar 
6. Miss Gow Seguidilla 

• Sevillana 

Tarrega 

7. Mr. ·L. Smith Moss Rose De Vekey 
Prelude Tarrega 

8. Mr. W. Glover 16th century music arr. for guitar · 
Jamaican Folk Song 

9. Julian Bream L'armonia - Giuliani 

PUBLICATIONS FOR GUITARISTS 

'' The Guitar Review.'' 

The second and third nm:nbers of this splendid 
gazette have now appeared. The fourth number 
will be dedicated to Segovia. All guitarists should 
subscribe to this Review. Each number contains 
a wealth of interesting information about the guitar 



and the music supp~ement alone is worth the price 
charged. Subscnpt10ns, 3 dollars for 6 issues can 
be paid through any branch of W. H. Smith' and 
Sons Ltd. · The address of the publishers is 409 
East 50th Street, New York 22, N.Y., U.S.A. 

'.' B.M.G." 
Regular articles on the " Spanish Guitar," by 

"!I· M. Appleby, appear in this monthly · fretted
mstrument magazme. The April number con
tained a new portrait of Luise Walker and notes 
aboll;t guitarists iD: Holland. In the May issue 
a gmtar solo by Elizabeth Mounsey was reprinted 
from the " Giulianiad" (1833). A portrait of 
Julian Bream appeared on the front cover of the 
June number with an article about him by the 
.Editor, Mr. A. P. Sharpe, who also wrote on the 
"passing of William Foden." This issue contains 
portraits of Ries de Hilster and William Foden. 
The article by Mr. Appleby dealt with "Voice and 
Guitar" and "Famous Musicians and the Guitar." 
The subscription to B.M.G. is 10/6 (2½ dollars) for 
12 months, from 8 New Compton Street, London, 
W.C.2. 

"'' L'Arte Chitarristica" (in Italian). 

The first two numbers of this Italian Guitarist 
Magazine have now appeared. It is bi-monthly 
and a music supplement is included. " The Life 
and work of Mozzani," by Prof. Romolo Ferrari is 
particularly interesting. The .subscription is 390 
lire for three numbers from Casa Editrice Berben, 
Via F. Seimi, 41, Modena, Italy. • 

P.S.G. LIBRARY 
Mr. H. Moy Thomas has presented a large volume 

-0f century old guitar music to P.S.G. Library. 
Volumes of the "Roch" Method, presented to 

Dr. Perott by Mr. T. M. Hofmeester of the Chicago 
Classic Guitar Society, have been passed on to the 
P.S.G. Library by our President. 

TERMS OF P .S.G. MEMBERSHIP 
Membership Subscription (12 months) 10/-
Library Subscription · for P.S.G. members 

only (12 months) 5/-
Library Catalogue (from the Librarian) · 17-

THE GUITAR IN BRITAIN 
Birmingham P.S.G. Branch Meeting; 

May 10th 
Impr-essions by THE EDITOR 

In response to a kind invitation to the May 
meeting of Birmingham P.S.G. Branch, Mrs. 
Appleby and I set off for the Midland metropolis 
with our guitars. On arrival at the home of Mrs. 
Rita Thomas, the energetic secretary of the Branch, 
we were greeted with the news that two Spanish 
gentlemen had just arrived and soon we were 
shaking hands with the famous flamenco guitarist 
.Sefior Ruiz and his friend the · dancer Sefior 
Granero. The latter knew a little English and 

soon we were conversing gaily in a mixture of 
languages of which " flamenco '' was the most 
easily understood ! 

We had heard Sefior Ruiz at a concert in Ciren
cester and I wrote to him sending him a copy of 
our P.S.G. Bulletin. That was how he found the 
'.1-ddress of the Birmingham Branch, and this 
mcident shows how useful it will be when branches 
are. establishe<i in other towns throughout Britain. 
Sefior Ruiz, who has had a successful tour through 
the West of England, thrilled us with his stimu
lating and exciting playing and then members took 
their turn. Mr. Bulent Nisancioglu, a young 
Tarkish member, played solos by Mozzani (Tremol9 
study), Cucinotti (Songe de Creole) and Sor 
(Study). Mrs. Appleby .and I played duets and 
solos, Mr. L. Henri played Courante by Bach 
(Segovia) and Tarrega's "Tremolo Study''. and 
Mrs. Thomas sang to her guitar. . · 

The Birmingham Branch may not be large but 
it is gaining new members and promises to do 
useful work for the Classic Guitar as it grows in 
strength. 

Cheltenham Branch of P.S.G. 
" THE MINUET " was the theme chosen for the 

April meeting. Mr. L. T. Bridell introduced the 
subject in an instructive and interesting paper on 
the structure and history of the minuet, showing 
how great composers have used this musical form. 
The following programme of Minuets was then 
played by four of the members: 
Mr. and Mrs . Appleby (duet) 

· Minuet from " Don Juan " 

Mrs. J. Saunders-Davies (solos) 
Mozart-Fort ea 

Kuhnau-Segovia 
Bach-Segovia 

Mrs. M. Daniels ( solo) Giuliani 
Mrs. Daniels and Mr. and Mrs. Appleby (trio) L. de Call 

Mr. W. M. Appleby (solo~) 
(from op. 36) 

R. de Visee 
Haydn-Tarrega 

Sor (from op. 36) 
Mrs. Saunders-Davies and Mr. and Mrs. Appleby (trio) 

Beethoven- J effr ee 
Mrs. Kay Appleby (solos) 

Minuet de la Cour Giuliani 
Joseph Ferrer (from op. 38) 

Sor (op. 2, No. 1) 
Mrs. Saunders-Davies and Mr. and Mrs. Appleby (trio) 

Sor (from op. 11) 

Edinburgh. 
Owing to illness and other circumstances it has 

been decided to wait until autumn before starting 
a branch of P.S.G. in the Scottish Capital. Useful 
preparation work has been done, however, and 
Mr. ,Carl Rossi, 2 Henderson Row, Edinburgh, will 
be pleased to hear from local guitarists. 

Merseyside Guitar Circle (by the Editor).' 
· P.S.G. heartily welcomes this new ~ranch and 
wishes it great success. At its March me£;ting 
Sefior Compan, lecturer in Spanish at Liverpool 
College of Commerce, gave an interesting address 
on "The Guitar and Castanets in Spain." Mr. 
Maurice Ashurst rendere~ some guitar solos. 

Mr. Ashurst has played guitar solos at two 
Poetry Recitals organise9- by the well-known 
elocutionist Mr. Parker Lynch, of Liverpool. 



I 

At the first of these, one of Mr. Lynch's pupils 
recited Shelley's poem " With a guitar '' · before 
Mr. Ashurst's appearance. 

In the recital ·of May 16th Mr. Lynch's " feast of 
poetry '' was enhanced by two groups of guitar 
solos by Mr. Ashurst. 

Suite for Lute 
Prelude for Lute 
Etude 

. Robert de Visee 
Bach 

Sor 
Tarrega 

Granados 
Recuerdos de la Alhambra 
Spanish Dance No. 5 (encore item) 

Colonial Hostel Recital. 
The large room of the Colonial Hostel at Earl's 

Court was filled to capacity on May 4th when 
Julian Bream gave a guitar recital to an audience 
representative of many parts of the world. 
Playing on a Panormo guitar, Julian . held the 
audience for two hours and even then they wanted 
more. Terry Usher's Sonata in A and Vahdah 
Bickford's arrangement of Rimsky-Korsakov's 
" Chanson Hindou '' were particularly well received, 
a · repeat of . the latter being demanded. Our 
member, Mr. A. M. Opoko, introduced each item 
and the organiser of the recital declared that " in 
Julian we have a Liszt of the guitar." Julian 
was presented with a suitably inscribed book on 
music. 

Weston-super-Mare. 
At a concert in the Town Hall on April 26th, 

Wilfrid M. Appleby playe~ guitar solos by classic 
composers. 

OVERSEAS NEWS 
Austria. 

Successful concerts have been given in Vienna by 
Luise Walker a,nd her pupils. 

Ceylon. 
Letters have been received from enthusiastic guitarists 

in Ceylon. Mr. E. I. Delay has been appointed P.S.G. 
Representative, and the following quotation is from his 
letter : '' I am determined to make the name of the 
guitar ring out with very great power in Ceylon. To this 
ther efore I dedicate myself. I had an idea about a month 
ago of forming a P.S.G. branch in Ceylon, and' rolling up 
sleeves • have begun preparation to form a Society here 
too, which will be your branch." 

France. 
The famous . Society of French guitarists, " Les arnis de 

·Ja Guitare," has now become a Fraternal Society of P.S.G. 
An interesting concert was given by the Society in 

November in the Parish Conservatoire of Music. A member 
Mons. Jean Borredon played on two guitars which were 
autographed by Berlioz and Paganini. We understand 
that Mons. Borredon broadcasts regularly. 

Ida Presti took part in a concert arranged in honour of 
Alfonso Broqua, the Uruguayan musician, whose works 
for the guitar were edited by Emilio Pujol. She played 
three of Broqua's "Evocaciones Criollas." In January 
Ida Presti played four solos by J aque Sesareij, the Corsican 
composer, and at Lyon, in April, she took part in a concert 
in memory of Manuel de Falla, playing among other solos 
his Hommage a Debussy. At this concert the guitarists 
Aliques and Cespedes accompanied the famous Spanish 
dancer Seiiorita Imperio Sal~s. 

Holland. 
Radio Hilversum broadcast some fine guitar music 

during May. On the 12th the Josef Schnabel quintette 

with V. Roth (violin) and Ries de Hilster (guitar) per
formed a Boccherini Guitar Quintette. On the 19th 
members of the Philharmonic Orchestra gave excellent 
renderings of a Sonata for flute and guitar, and a trio for 
flute, viola and guitar . The artists were J an de Venti 
(flute), Gerard Vermulen (viola) and Ries de Hilster 
(guitar). 

On the 21st Koos Tigges had a recital of guitar music 
which included compositions by Bach, Diabelli, Carulli 
and Sor. (We heard this broadcast quite clearly in, 
Cheltenham and enjoyed it very n:iuch.-Eo.) 

· Articles about the guitar have appeared in the Nether
lands press. Six Guitar solos by W. Martin have been 
published by C. W. H. Snoek, Coolsingel Al 7, Rotterdam. 

Mexico. 
From T.he Guitar Review we are glad to learn that the 

distinguished composer Manuel Ponce is recovering from 
a grave illness and is resuming his inva luable work for 
the guitar. Mr. Bobri visited MexicQ recently and 
reports that Guillermo Gomez is also recovering from 
illness and. hopes to visit New York soon. Morena
Torroba, the famous composer, is now living in Mexico 
City. A young · Mexican guitarist, Gustave Lopez, has 
been acclaimed as a new genius of the guitar. 

Norway. 
Nils Larson broadcast guitar solos from Radio Oslo 

on May 6th. 

Russia. 
In a letter from Moscow Mr. W. P. Maskewitch says 

that the 7-stringed Russian guitar is still played, but that 
a new method for .·the. 6-stringed classic guitar will be 
published this year by Mr. lwanoff-Kramskoi. Mr. 
Agafochine, an old friend of Dr. Perott, has written a 
booklet describing Segovia and his technique, and has 
recently published arrangements for the 6-stringed guitar. 

The present address of Mr. Maskewitch is Moscow 17, 
Case postale 413, U.S.S.R. Letters should be sent by 
registered post. His house was destroyed dm::.ing the war. 

U.S.A. 
Richard Dyer-Bennett is making quite a sensation in 

U.S.A. with his guitar accompaniments to English, Irish, 
and American folk songs. In the past two seasons seats 
for his seven concerts at New York Carnegie and Town 
Halls have been sold out every time . One of his records, 
broadcast by the B.B.C. recently, showed that he has a 
fine singing voice and is a skilful and artistic guitarist. 

Roland Valdes Blain's recital at the Carnegie Chamber 
Music Hall on March 8th was a great success. His pro
gramme included Pavane (L. Milan), Theme and Varia
tjons (de Narvaez). Suite (de Visee), compositions by 
Bach , Grand Sonata (Sor). Suite Castellana (Torroba), 
Valse (Ponce), Fandanguillo (Turina) and " Leyenda" 
(Albeniz). Among the excellent press reports the New 
York Herald Tribune praised his playing highly describing 
him as " a welcome addition to the meagre list of musicians 
playing interesting instruments well." The recital was 
organised by the S.C.G. in aid of the Society's. funds. 
The brothers Roland and Albert Vald es Blain gave their 
first recital in the same hall six years ago when they were 
15 and 16 years of age respectively. 

The American Guitar Society (now a Fraternal Society 
of P.S.G.) gave its fourth concert of ancient music on 
April 27th in HQllywood. The very interesting pro
gramme included both Lute anji Guitar solos played by 
Yahdah Bickford, duets for two guitars, and also the 
guitar in duets with piccolo, mandolin and piano. 

The Chicago Classic Guitar Society. Richard S. Pick's 
recital in February was attended by a large enthusiastic 
audience. His programme included Bach, Campion, 
Turina, Torroba, as well as original compositions. Mr. 
Freek Mi;lders ,of Holland, gave a very interesting address 
to the Society on his war time experiences as a guitarist 
and his researches into · early lute and guitar music. 
He has discovered 60 lute-sonatas by L. S. Weiss. 
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