
.. 

No, 14, NOV.-DEC., 1947. BULLETIN 
OFTI-IE 

FOR PRIVATE CIRCULA1'10N. 

PH I LHARMONIC OF GUITARJSTS 

Preskleal: BORIS A. PEROIT, M.D. 
1. St. Dunst.1n's Road, 

Baron's Coun, London. W .6. 
(Telephone: Rlvcralde 38-31) . 

Vlc1>-Preold-: 
L. I. KINGSTON. B.A., Bar; 

MAD.um ALICE DE BELLEROCHE. 

Bou. Treuurs: 
P. A. MIDDLETON, 

2 The Lees, Shirley, Surrey. 
(Telephone: Springpark 2395) 

Bou. Llbnrlau: H. 0. BREAM. 
25 Cleveland lt,ve .. Hampton. Mddx. 

(Telephone: Molesel' 4065). 

Boa. SecretuJ: Miss 1. VOLLERS. 
16, Elwlll Way, Park Lan1lcy, 

Bcckcuham. 

rI"clcphonc: BECkcobam 2742). 

FOUNDED 
1929 
by 

Da. B. A. PEROTI 

Australian Representative: 
W. H. MORRIS (WA 3003), 

36. Thornley Street, Drurnmoyne , 
Sydney, N.S.W. Australia. 

Ceylon Representative : 

E. I. DELAY, 
Normandy Estate, Rambodagalla, 

Ceylon. 

Northern Representative: 
TERRY USHER. 

5, Woodheys Drive , 
Sale, Cbeshire. 

Welsh Representative: 
0. MORTON LAWRENCE , 

19, Coychurch Road, 
Bridgend, Glamorgan. 

Hon. "Bulletin" Editor: 
WILFRID M. APPLEBY, 

47, Clarence Street. Cheltenham. Glos . 

Blnnlo1ham Branch of P.S.G. Hon. Slcc:B~~Th.?:a,.PJ·~·anor Road North, Edgbaston, Birmingham. 
Cheltenham Guitar Circle, Hon. Sec .: W. M. Appleby, 47 Clarence Street, Cheltenham, Glos. 
Manch~er Guitar Circle. Hon. Sec.: Joseph Ridinge , 44, Lulworth Road , Winton . Eccles. Nr. Manchester. 
Meneys1de Guitar Circle. Hon. Sec. : Maurice Ashurst 32 Durley Drive Upton Wirral. 
Ceylon Brauch of P.S.G. Organiser: B. I. Delay, Norn{andy Estate , Rar{.bodagalla, Ceylon . 
Australln: The Society of the ClassicnJ Guitar. Hon. Sec.: W . H. Morris , 36 Thornley Street, Drum moyne . Sydney, N.S.W. 
Well<b Guitar Circle. Hon. Sec.: 0. Morton Lawrence, 19 Coychurch Road, Bridgend , Glamorgan. 

. FRATERNAL SOCIETIES: 
"Society of the Clullc Guitar. President: V. Bobri, 409 East 50th Street. New York, U.S.A . 
Cblca10 Cla..,lc Guitar Society. Secretary: Edmond C. Burgess. 7215, North Damen Avenue, Chicago, 45. Illinois, U.S.A. 
Bond der Gltarristen Osterrclch,. Chairman: Prof. Luise Walker 3 Schwindgasse. Vienna 4. Austria. 
Ameri,an Guitar Society. Secretary: Vahdah Olcott Bickford, 2031 Holly Hill Terrace, Hollywood, 28,Californ.ia, U.s.A. 
Les Amis de la liuitare. Dirccteur : A. Verdier, 57, r. St.-Louis-en-l'Isle, Paris, 4e, France. 

DISTINGUISHED ASSOCIATES (Past and Present): 
Aracntlne: Professor D. Prat.t 
Aaltrta: Professor J. Ortner, Professor Luise Walker. 
France: Professor Kerenint (from Russia). Professor Sante Baraclln.it. 

Alice de Bcllerochc. 
Germany: Heinrich Albert, Franz Buck, Hans Neuman. 
Italy: Romolo Ferrari. Mario Maccafcrri. 

Japan: Savagoushi. 
Mexico: Guillermo Gomez. 
Roumnnla: I. G. Frenkel. · 
Spain: FTanCisco Alfonsot, Andres Segovia, Conchita Superviat, 

i1de Cuervas , Emilio Pujol, Sanchez Granada. 
u.s.A.: Vahdah _ Olcott Bickford. Zarh Myron Bickford . 

Mat-

Monthly Meetings -at the Alliance Hall, Palmer Street, Westminster (nearest Underground 
Station: St. James's Park). 

EVENING MEETINGS: January 17th. 
AFTERNOON MEETINGS: February 28th. 

Mar ch 13th. 

April 24th. 

PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE. 

6 p.m. to 10 p.m. 
2 p.m. to 6 p.m. 

P.S.G. and B.M.G.--'Our Society by its spirit and constitution has always tried to become a medium for 
harmonious partnership and to maintain the most friendly and close conta ct with other organisations or 
persons pursuing the same ideals. · 

This very first opportunity was chanced at the beginning of our ex istenc e, when our first Secretary, 
Mr. A. Chesnakoff contacted me with that grand man, the founder of B.M.G., Mr. Clifford Essex. The 
most cordial "causerie" followed and after that an intimation from the Editor Mr. Emile Grimshaw reached 
me regarding contributing to the B.M.G. Hence my articles, appearing in a serial form, from 1931 till 
1939, entitled "The Famous Guitarists." 

Since then our happy association grew into real friendship and the next Editor, Mr. Bert Bassett 
became especially interested in our affairs and was a frequent visitor at our Meetings. Unfortunat ely 
he died in April, 1937, but just a few weeks before his untimely death, he wrot e to me from the Hospital, 
complaining that "doctors' verdict after two days 'overhaul' is ... a few weeks entire rest." "Ye gods," 
he added: ''but I am afraid I shall have to take the rest; but let me hav e a further instalment of your 
'GUITAR' series," he concluded, "for it would be a great help." These words touched me very deeply: 
he did not forget "our guitar" in spite of bis fatal illness. 

Mr. A. P. Sharpe, the ·present Editor is too well known to all our members to need an introduction. 
He is qot -only a supporter o_f our Society, but he is just "one of us" and a member of our Committee. He 
gave us an opportunity to stimulate and sustain the interest in the classi ca l guitar by means of monthly 
articles in :S.M.G. so ably ~ritt~n ·by our Hon. Editor. Th~re is not the slightest doubt that Mr. A. P. 
Sharpe helped us' a' greaf deal in establishing the worthy reputation of the classical guitar and we, in our 
turn, encouraged not a few "potential" guitarists to become readers of the B.M.G. 

BORIS A. PER OTT. 



REPORT FROM THE SECRETARY 
Miss J. V oilers 

LONDON MEETINGS 
October llth, 1947. 

At our October meeting Miss Victoria Kingsley 
brought the music which she has kindly given to 
the Society. This music was soon disposed of, 
and I would like here to thank her for the generous 
idea and the carrying out of it. 

\ Ve are happy to see Mr. Carter among us 
again after many years. He has rejoined the 
Society which he helped to found in 1929. W e 
welcome him most heartily. 

1. Mr. Mack 

2. M,·. L. G. Smith 

Programme 
"Charmante Gabrielle" 

"A delita" 
Minuet 
Sarabande 

Ducaurroy (16th cent) 
Tarrega 

J. S. Bach 
Bandel 

3: Miss Victoria Kingsley ~panish Folk Song 

4. Julian Bream 

5. Mr. A. S. Levan 
6. Juli an Bream 

7. Mr. Glover and 
Mr. Mack (duets) 

Tonadillos 
Cradle Song 
Serenade Espanol 
Anecdote No. 5 

Granados 
Pujol 

Malats 

(from "Guitar Review") Segovia 
Cossack Recollections 
Caprice No. 3 
Chanson Hindou 

Carcassi 
Rimsl~

Korsakov
V. 0. Bickford 
Thome-Garcia Manolinata 

E l pafio maruno 
Spanish Folk Song 

Rumb a. Jam aica mango walk 
Mexican Haberro Habat apito 
Tremolo Study Tarrega 8. Mr. Pullman 

November 15th, 1947. -

At the previous meeting the vi!>it of Sefior 
Segovia to England was anounced and at my 
suggestion tickets were bought through me so that 
agents could see to what extent members s.upp.ort 
the concert, and also to secure the best seats. 
Members have co-operate d splendidly and have 
bought £33 worth of tickets. I have high hop(;}S 
that we may honour Segovia at our special meet
ing on December 8th at the Alliance Hall ~n tl;ie 
even ing . Final arrangements have not been made 
but all members are welcome (that means those 
who haye paid their subscriptions!). 

Programme 
]. Mr. Pullman 
2. Mr. J. D. Roberts 

3. Mrs. Greaves 

4. Mr. Don Eichert 

5. :-1r. L. G. Smith 

6. Mr. Harry J. J ones 

7. :-Iiss Victoria 
Kingsley 

8. Julian Bream 

3. 1\1r. lfarry l. _lrnf½ 
JO. Mr. John Freeman 
ll. Mrs. Greaves 

12. Mr. H. G. Bream 

13. Julian Bream 
14. Mr. Tu(ner 
15. Julian Bream 

Fandanguillo Turina 
Song without words Castillo 
Ecuajiras Sorroblo 
La Cubana Julian Areas 
Danza en L a Bobri 
Tremolo Study Tarrega 
Bourree J. S. Bach 
Sonata in A minor D. Sca rlatti 
Anecdote No. 2 A. Segovia 
3 Short pieces-Prelude. 

fantasy, Minuet 
Tonaclillos 

Minuet 
Manolinata 

Anon 
Granados 

Sor 
Thome-Garcia 

Coste Valse Favorite 
Studies from a tutor 
Minuet Sor 

Gomez 
Oyanguren 

Sor 
Shand 

Tarrega 
Turner 
Turina 

Romance 
Arabia 
Minuet 
The Farewell 
Study in A 
TrPmolo Study 
Fand,mguillo 

TE~MS OF P.S.G. MEMBERSHIP 
Membership Subscriptions (12 months) 10/ -
Library Subscription for P.S.G. members 

only (12 months) .. . 5/-
Library Catalogue (from tb .e Librarian) 1/ -

ANDRES SEGOVIA 
As this issue of the P.S.G. Bulletin goes to press 

just before the anticipated arrival in En.gland of 
Segovia, and will probably not reach members 
until that visit is over, it is too early to give reports 
of his recitals and too late to give further informa
tion about them. Arrangements to date are: 
Broadcasts (London B.B.C.) Nov. 25th an,d 28th 
and Dec. 2nd (evenings.) Recitals at Harperuien, 
Bradford and Welwyn Music Cl1,1bs on December 
3rd, 9th and 12th resp ect ively; -a Sunday recital at 
the Cambridge Theatre, London Oil December 7th 
at 3 p.m. and a recital at Wigmore HaU, London 
on Thursday evening December llth. 

COMING EVeNTS 
EXHIBITION OF GUITARIST~' PORTRAITS 

At Cheltenham Art Gallery there will be a dis

play of p01:traits (mostly photographs) of 

Guitarists-including m_any famous artists-and 

some fine guitars. The Exhibiton will be on view 

from December 20th, 1947 to January 6th, 1948. 

Ad.mission is free. 

JULIAN BREAM'S RECITAL 
On Monday, J~nuary 5th., JuJi,;11,1 Breai;n wiU give 

a Guitar Recital at Cheltenham Art Gallery at 

5-15 p.m. Mrs. Saunders-Davies, President of 

Cheltel')harn Gui~ar Circle, w~ll take the chair and 

Mr. Wilfred M. Appleby will introduce the pro

gramme. A f€>w seats can be reserve d for P.S.G. 
members (without charge) if Mr. Appleby 1s 

n.ot~fied ifi ad¥ance. 

' On Sund .ay, January 4th, Julian Bream. will be 

the Guitar Soloist at a Co(\cert at Chelte-wiaw 

Town Hall to be give,n by the Spa Palm Court 

Orchestra directed by Arthur Cole. T}:ie concert 

is from 7-:JO to 9-30 p.m. Adm~ssion 1/ -. 

"'fHE GUITAQ REVIEW" No,, 4 
In this special Segovia issue the Editors of the 

Guitar Review hav e achieved such a high standard 
of perfection that I wonder if it is hum,anly possible 
to improve on it. The two pictures of Segov~a are 
a lesso n in technique which all students of the 
guitar will find profitable to study. The articles 
about Segovia are of high literary merit and n;iost 
enjoyable to read, while Segovia himself reveals 
his literary talents to be almost as great as his 
musical talents in the interesting stoi:y of bis early 
year-s. 



Until now Segovia's masterly at'rangements 
have over-shadowed his own compositions, so we 
are very glad to have his "5 Anecdotes" as the 
music supplement of this wonderful issue. 

The Guitar Review may be ordered from any 
Bran ch of W. H. Smith & Son, Ltd. on paym ent 
of a year's subscription of 15j- (for 6 issues). The 
address of the publishers is 409 East 50th Street, 
New York 22, N.Y., U.S.A. A delay of about 
three months is inevitable before the subscriber 
receives the first ( current) number. Back numbers 
cannot be ordered. The Guitar Review is sent 
direct from the publishers in New York to the 
subscriber once the tni.nsaction has been effected. 

THE GUITA~ IN BRITAIN 
Cheltenham Guitar Circle (P.S.G. Branch) 

At the Annual Business Meeting on September 
27th elections of officers were :-President: Mrs. 
J. Saunders-Davies; Vice-President: Mr. L. T. 
J:3"ridell; Treasurer: Miss Joan Prior; Secretary: 
Mr. Wilfred M. Appleby; Auditor: Mrs. Kay 
Appleby. Reports showed! successful activities 
and a balance in hand. 

The meeting on November 1st was larger th~n 
usual and the following programme was given : -

Minuet, Bourree and Sarabande Mr. Nisancioglu 
~ J de Visee 

Dialogando D. Fortea 

Mrs. D. M. Daniels 

Mr. W. M. Appleby 

Mr. D. V. M. Forth 
Mrs. Saunders-Davies & 

Mr. & Mrs. Appleby 
Mrs. Kay Appleby 
Mrs. Saunders-Davies & 

Mr. Appleby (duet) 
Mrs. Saunders-Davies 
Mr. L. T. Bridell 
Mis Joan Prior 
Mr. Nisancioglu 

Soleares (Flamenco) D. Fortea 
Andante Agitato Carulli 
Romanza (with piano) Kohler 
Canzonetta from E flat quartette 

*Mendelssohn-Tarrega 
Polish Song A. F. Cramer 

Trios by Paganini and Diabelli 
Preludes *Molino 

Romanza 
"Les Adieux" 
Andante 

D. Fortea 
Sor 

A. F. Cramer 
Songs with guitar 
Festa Lariana 
Leyenda 

Mozanni 
Albeniz-S. Garcia 

Malats-Segovia Serenata 

Reports of this meeting appeared in the loca l 
newspapers. 
* 1047 marks the Centenary of the death of Mendelssohn 

and Molino. 

M1tt'reh'estei' Guitar Circle 
Regular monthly meetings have been resumed 

after the summer recess and new members 
enrolled. 

Music at the October meeting was-
Mr. Goymour 
Mr. L. Duoke'ts 
Mr. T. Usher 

Mr. J. Ridinge 

Minuet Haydn 
Andante Largo Sor 
Tremolo Study Tarrega 
Impromptu Usher 
Impr essions de Espagne Malats 
S'uite in D minor de Visee 
Prelude in D minor Bach 
Minuet Usher 

:Cadiz Albeniz 
Spanish Dance No. 5. Granados 
Selections from the works of 

Carcassi 
Tremolo Study Tarrega 

The November meeting opened with a discussion 
on Nylon strings for the Spanish Guitar. Mr. J. 
Duarte dealt with Chemical Formulae and pro
cessing of Nylon. Mr. T. Csh er explained the 
method of manufacture. The conclusions reacheci 
were: that American methods aFe in advance of 
British; that Augustine strings in particular have 
been tested and found ideal for the Spanish guitar. 
The hope was expresed that they may soon be 
available for long-suff er ing British guitarists. The 
music which followed the discussion included Pre
ludes by Ponce and Duarte played by J. Duarte, 
Sarabande (Weiss), Canzonelta (Mendelssohn), 
etc. played by Terry Usher and solos by Tarrega 
and Carcassi played by I. Ridinge. 

Mr. Terry Usher has arranged for a party to go 
to the Bradford Segovia Recital. 

Merseyside 
At IRBY Music Society on October 15th, Mr. 

Maurice Ashurst played the following solos: 
Etude in B minor 
The Mozart / Sor Variations 
Canzonetta 
Serenata Espanola 
Tremolo Study 

They were enthusiastically 
audience. 

Wales 

Sor 

Mendel ssohn 
Malat s 

Tarrega 

received by the 

A Guitar Circle has been formed in \Vales with 
Mr. 0. Morton Lawrence, 19 Coychurch Road, 
Bridgend, as Secretary. Congratulations and all 
good wishes to the new branch of P.S.G. 

FEDERATION CONCERT 
At a Concert organised by the British Federation 

of B.M.G. (Southern), at Kensington Town Hall 
on O tober 27th, Julian Bream played Prelud e 
(Bach), Serenade (Malats), Montagues and 
Capulets (Bellini-Mertz). 

A member ,vho sat at the back of the Hall said 
that Julian's music was eas ily heard and he was 
thrilled with the masterly performance. At least 
one member of the audience has commenced the 
study of the guitar as a result of hearing Julian. 

FORTHCOMING FEDERATION RALLY 
The llth Rally and Musical Festival of the 

British Federation of Banjoists, Mandolinists and 
Guitarists (Southern Section) will be held at the 
Central Hall, Westminster on Saturday 17th 
January, 1948 from 2 p.m. to 10 p.m. 

The competitions include one (No. 3) for 
Classical Guitar Solo (Federation Cup). Any piece 
of music published for the Spanish (Classical) 
Guitar may be played. Guitarists may also enter 
for No. 10 (Duets) and No. 11 (Quartets or 
Quintets). Particulars from the Hon. Secreta ry, 
Mr. W. Turland Hill, 109 Collinwood Gardens, 
Ilford, Essex. 



LUTON 
.\n Exhibit ion depicting the "growth of Music·,-, 

has been arranged in Luton Museum by the Luton 
Music Club. It includes a guitar made by Luigi 
Sa lsedo (Naples, ~890), a fine spec imen _ of Italian 
craftsmanship, and guitars made in Spam, France 
and England (by C. Meeks of Luton)." These 
guitars and other instrurn~nts were lent by Mr. 
Philip J. Bone and Messrs. Bone & Co. 

Mr. Bone's book, The Guitar and Mandolin is 
also included in this interesting Exhibition. 

OVERSEAS NEWS 
Australia 

"The Society of the Classical Guitar" was 
rounded at Sydney in July and we heartily wel
come its decision to afliliate to P.S.G. The 
President is Mr . R. S. Adams, the Secretary
Treasurer is Mr. W. H. Morris. Other foundation 
1nembers are Messrs: H. R. Kenworthy, J. l. 
Kenworthy, P. Williams, L. W. Parcival and R. 
Blackett. Best wishes for every success to our 
Australian Branch. Mr. Morris will act as P .S.G. 
Representative in Australia. 

Austria 

Programmes of Luise Walker's recitals in 
Vienna and Salzburg include a Scarlatti Prelude, 
items by Ph. E. Bach, Gluck, Schubert, Mozart, 
etc. Study by Alard, Sonatina by Moreno
Torroba, Hungarian Fantasie by Mertz, Varia
tions by Sor, Homenaje a Debussy by de Falla, 
Granada by Albeniz, solos by Tarrega, etc. 

Ernst Zelezny's recital on October 9th included 
works by Rameau, Bach, and Sor (Grand Solo), 
Ponce, Berlioz, Tarrega (Carnival of Venice 
variations), H. Albert, Alfred Uhl, Albeniz, etc. 

Karl Scheit of Vienna is to give a recital in Paris 
in December. He has given successful recitals in 
Vienna both as solo guitarist and in guitar duets 
with Else Gerst!. The duets included a Suite by 
Juan B. Marella (1782), Sonata op. 21 by Christian 
G. Scheidl er, Partita (composed 1946) by Josef 
Kronsteiner, Duo, op. 34, by Sor and Cordoba by 
Albeniz. 

France 
Our brave fraternal Society "Les Amis de la 

Guitare'' continues to meet regularly arid bas done 
so in spite of war, bombardment, occupation and 
other crises. Its energetic "directeur" Monsieur 
A. Verdier invites guitarists both professional and 
amateur to the meetings at 57 r.Saint-Louis en 
l ' Isle, Paris 4. (Tel. ODEon 45-17) . The tirries 
are Thursday evenings 8.30-11.30. Friday after
noons :1.0-5.30. 

Monsieur Jean Fuller of Paris who gave a 
televis ion broadcast for the B.B.C. a short time 
ago has recently been broadcasting on Paris-Inter. 
His solos at a concert in Paris according to the 
printed programme were Guajiras (Pujol), Jota de 
Concierto (Tarrega), Val enciana (Penella) and 
Etude (Tarrega) but it was nearly an hour before 
the audience allowed him to slop playing. 

Holland (News from Ries de Hilster) 

We regret to record the passing of two well~ 
known Dutch guitarists-Herman Rieskamp (b, 
August 6th, 1903) who died on August 18th, and 
Piet van Es (b. 1896) who died on September 4th. 

Piet van Es was well-known as guitarist apd 
teacher. He was a great propagandist for the 
guitar and his death is a great loss to the guitar 
world and especially to Dut ch guitarists. He was 
a friend and pupil of Emilio Pujol and composed 
six solos for the guitar. ·· 

A radio recital by Ries de Hilster on September 
:2-Hh and 25th included Sor's Menuett, op. 11, 
Tarrega's Lagrima, Adelita and Danza Mora, 
Llobet's Estillo Creole and Cancion Popular and 
Studies by Segovia. Ries de Hilster was appointed 
teacher of the Guitar at the Gooisch Muziek
lyceum, Hilversum on October 1st. 

On September 27th, Jan Maerten Komter played 
lut e solos by Dowland on his guitar at the 
'' Muiderslot.'' 

Hans Jongman gave a recital on radio Hilver
sum, October 18th. 

The Spanish flamenco guitarist Joaquin Roca 
has made a successful tour of Holland with the 
beautiful dancer Manuela de Rio. Roca was born 
in 1902 in Valencia and is a pupil of Ramon 
Montoya. He has a fine guitar by Esteso (a pupil 
of Torres). 

November, 1947 will be remembered by Dutch 
guitar lovers for the visit of Andres Segovia to , 
their country. On November 1st and 19th he · 
played concertos by Ponce and Castelnuovo-
Tedesco with Symphony Orchestras of the Hague · 
and Utrecht. On November 9th and 20th in the , 
Hague and on November 10th and 22nd in Amster
dam he gave successful concerts. His broadcast 
from Radio Hilversum 1 on Nov. 9th included 
Sarabande (Handel), Menuet and Vivo e Energico 
(Tredesco), Granada and Sevilla (Albeniz). 

The magazine Mandolinata, which is edited by 
Ries de Hilster, has i~sued a Special Segovia 
number with a new portrait of the Maestro on the 
front page. 

Mexico 

Sefior Guillermo Gomez has consented to become 
a Distinguished Associate ' member of P.S.G. He 
sends greetings to all members. A list of his com
positions, transcriptions and Methods will be sent 
on application to the Maestro at Esquina Calle 
Carmen y Venezuela (Farmacia), Mexico D.F. 

A Guitar Society has been formed in Mexico 
with the title "Sociedad de Amigos de la 
Guitarra.'' The Secretary is Senor Grno. Flores 
Mendez; the address is Dr. Balmis 216-7, Mexico 
D.F. 

The artistically print ed programme of the 
Inaugural Meeting which was held on October 
30th at the Palacio de Bellas Artes shows that 
addresses were given by the President of the 
Society, Senor Prof. Jos e Rangel Covarrubias, and 
Senora Profra. Amada Linaje de Becerra, who is 
an honorary member of the Society. Guitar solos 
were played as follows:-



Sr. Guillermo Espinosa ' Minuet and Study Sor 
Sr. Roberto Mendez V., Danza G, Gomez 

Deseo F. Schubert 
Sr. Jorge Reyesvera Study in E mi N. Coste 

Preludio J . S. Bach 
Study No. 9 F. Sor 

Sr. Galo Herrera Cancion Gallega M. M. Ponce 
Serena ta Espafiola J. Malats 

Sr. Guillermo Pavanas G.Sanz 
Flores Mendez Sarabanda J. S. Bach 

Leyenda I. Albeniz 

P.S.G .. sends cordial greetings and best wishes 
to our Mexican fri~nds. 

Spain 
A Letter from Miss Victoria Kingsley 

Although I managed to do quite a lot of work 
on Spanish and Catalan songs, I went to Spain 
primarily to see the Pujols (Emilio Pujol and 
Matilde Cuervas). It was grand to find them well 
after all these years. Matilde is busy with secre
tarial work for Pujol as well as the house work. 
(Domestic problems there are quite as difficult 
as here !) But though she has little time to 
practise she still plays her lovely and subtle 
flamenco as fluently as ever. Pujol himself 
occupies a unique position as musicologist; he is 
on the examining board of the Conservatoire in 
Barcelona and gives demonstration classes on early 
music, but he has to limit very carefully the time 
he now gives to teaching the guitar, for he is com
missioned by the Institute Espanol de Musicologia 
to edit the sixteenth century music written for the 
vihuela and is now recognised as the greatest 
living authority on this subject. 

Ind eed I felt I should hardly ask for lessons, but 
both of them were most generous with their 
precious time. They wanted to know about the 
guitar in England and though copditions are diffi
cult just now I know they will come to London as 
soon as they can. 

I brought back lots of new material and ideas, 
but chiefly I had renewed contact with Pujol whose 
singlemindedness in the service of good music is 
so refreshing in a commercialised world. 

He is this term guest professor at Lisbon Con
servatoire and has many commitments in Spain, 
but let us hope we shall see him here again soon. 

(Miss Kingsl ey gav e a fuller account of her visit to 
Spa in at the October P.S.G. meeting in London) . 

A VISIT TO MAD nm 
By Carl Rossi 

\/\Then planning my recent holiday in Spain I 
naturally hoped to see some guitars and there 
certainly were many guitars in Madrid. Most of 
them were of poor quality and it is a common thing 
for a maker to buy up cheap _guitars made in 
Valencia and put his label inside. But I did see 
some good guitars. 

I had an introduction to Sefior Salvador Vidal 
the manager of UJ!.ion Musical Espanola. He 

schowed me a 3,000 peseta concert guitar by 
Vicente Tatay but I cannot say that I was 
impressed. I visited the widow of Santos 
Hernandez and was allowed .to try a fine guitar 
which she offered me for the fantastic price of 
£300 ! And she had two others at £600 each ! 

The widow of Domingo Esteso has a shop in the 
Gravina district of Madrid where she carries on 
her husband's business. 

Manuel Gomez showed me an experimental 
guitar which he had made with a floating tailpiece 
and cut-away shoulder, but neither the maker nor 
I thought much of it. Manuel Gomez also makes 
violins. He is an artist and a sculptor. 

I fo!lnd what I really wanted in the workshop of 
Jose Ramirez whose father Jose Ramirez (senior) 
and uncle, Manuel Ramirez were both world
famous guitar makers. The Ramirez workshop is 
at No. 2 Concepcion Jeronima and I was allowed 
to see the guitars being made. The wood is 
imported from Germany (Santos Hernandez's 
widow also told me this). Ramirez supervises with 
his eldest son as foreman. The younger son, who 
is a brilliant player of the guitar, does the clerical 
work. 

They use simple tools-and lots of string! Jose 
himself also plays well, and is a great admirer of 
Tarrega. I was very favourably impressed by 
Jose Ramir ez . He struck me as being an honest 
and sinc ere man and a skilful luthier. He showed 
me signed portraits of Tarrega, Segovia, Gomez, 
etc., also the programme of a concert given by 
Maria Luisa Anido when she was seven years old. 
He had guitars by the great Torres, Simplicio and 
Manuel Ramirez but they were not for sale . One 
does not usually buy a ready-made Jose Ramirez 
guitar. They are made to order, but as I had come 
from such a long way he let me have one that had 
been ordered. 

Jose Ramirez discussed with me the old makers 
of guitars; he holds Panormo in high esteem. The 
labels (blue) on Jose Ramirez guitars were modified 
in 1929 when he won the First Prize for guitars at 
the Great !hero-Americana Exposition. From that 
date the medals are included in the design of the 
labels. He only signs, numbers and dates his 
concert models. 

A photograph of Uncle Manuel showed him to 
be a big powerful type of man. Jose is not like 
that; he is very temperamental, but a grand old 
man of a type that is unfortunately disappearing 
from Spain. He told me that it was his father 
Jose (Senior) who taught Manuel and himself the 
art of guitar-making. 

I visited Sefior Quintin Esquembre at Calle 
Hastzenluck, No. 5. He claimed that Vincente 
Gomez and Angel Iglesia were his pupils (disciples 
he called them). I would like to have had some 
lessons from him, but time was all too short. He 
is considered the best teacher in Madrid, but he is 
getting old now. 

Unfortunately the Teatro Espagnol was under 
reconstruction so I did not hear any of the great 
guitar recitals which are held there. Madrid is 
flamenco-crazy. At the Teatro Madrid I saw 



Carmen Amaya in a superbly thrilling Spanish 
Ballet. I also heard the great flamenco guitarist 
Nifio Ricardo who has a beautiful tremolo. 

I saw a bull-fight but did not enjoy it very much, 
a bit too cruel for me; but it was an experience 
typical of Spain. The flamenco is definitely of 
Moorish influence and in Southern Italy it is some
what similar. Flamenco guitars usually have 
wooden pegs, and there were plenty of strummers 
in the cafes -. What with the hand-clapping and 
cries of "Ole" it is very exciting. 

U.S.A. 

Chicago Classic Guitar Society presented the 

following programme on October 5th. 

R. L. Johnson 

E. (~. Burgess. 

R. Hatodekar 

R. S. Pick 

Sarabande de Visee 
Guardarm e Las Vacas 

de Narvaez 
Rondo Ferandiere 

Serenata am! Reverie R . S. Pick 
\'al se Triste and Kaleidoscope 

K. Mau er 

Traditional Hindu 
Me'.odies play ed on th e Satar 

Prelude, Saraband e, Andante 
and Bourree J. S. Bach 

A recent visitor to Chicago was Mr. Sophocles 
Papas of Washington D.C. Members were much 
impressed by his playing of solos which included 
the very attractive arrangement by Segovia of a 
Scriabin Prelude. Mr. Papas played certain 
scales fingered by Segovia and published in 
Argeptina years ago. This was a revelation of 
speed and smoothness. 

MVSl'C 
lldefo111so Alier. The Tarrega compositions and 

arrangements which are out of print at present are 
numb ers 1, 13, 18, 19, 23, 25, 41, 42, 47, 50, 58 
and 59. They include Danza Mora and the Study 
by Alard. 

Ri'chard Dyer=Bennet's arrangements of 20 
songs have been published in one volume by Leeds 
Music Corporation, New York (price 1 dollar). 
The guitar accompaniments are a real delight. 
There are also chord symbols and piano accom
paniments for those who cannot manage .to play 
the proper guitar arrangements. 

Schott & Co., Ltd., 48 Great Marlborough 
Street, London W.l, inform us that all items on 
their price list of guitar music are either available 
or in the press. 

Clifford Essex Music Co., Ltd., 8 New Com
pton Street, London W.C.2 (publishers of B.M.G.) 
ca n still supply the Suite (3/ -) and the Sonata 
(10 / 6) by Terry Usher. Owing to paper restric
tions there seems little prospect of any new 
compositions being published at pres ent except as 
supplements to B.M.G. 

FOR THE GRAMOPHONE 
Vicente Gomez Albums re-issued-in U .S.A. 

Decca has put out an additional pressing of 
50,000 of these record albums. Vicente Gomez 
will make s01i1e rtew reco rdings as soon ·as his 
contracts in Hollywood allow him time to do so. 

Andres Segovia 
Studies by Sor (for Decca) and two Albums of 

Music by Bach (for Musicraft) have been recorded 
by Segovia but riot yet released. 

"MUSIC LOVER." The January issue of this quarterly magazine will contai n an article on "Segovia 
and the Guitar" by Wilfrid M. Appleby, and a new portrait of Segovia. The publishers are Staples 
Press Ltd ·., Cavendish Place, London, W.l, and th e annual subscription is 4) 6 post free, or one shilling 
quarterly from newsagents. It contains "interesting articles dealing with many aspects of music, and is 
Edited by the well-known musician and musicologist, Hubert Foss. 

JI ocry Dappy u~w. Year to P. s. 6. mtmbtrs 
and to · 

Guitarists in €'6·~rp cand 

/ 



"STOP PRESS" NEWS 

RECEPTION TO SENOR SEGOVIA 

The Alliance Hall was filled to capacity with 
members of the Philharmonic Society of Guitarists 
and guests on Monday evening December 8th. 
Segovia's appearance was the signal for a tremen
dous ovation. Our President, Dr. Perott, in his 
~peech of welc~me said it was not necessary to 
mtroduce Segovia-he was known to every guitar
is~ and to_lovers of music everywhere. In speaking 
of Segovia one could only use superlatives. 

Dr. Perott recalled it was not the first time that 
Segovia had honoured P .S.G. with his presence. 
He had pleasant recollections of the first occasion 
16 years ago. This time Segovia would be greeted 
also by the seven branches of P.S.G. including 
those in Australia and Ceylon. 

Dr. Perott then introduced another distinguished 
visitor Madame Olga Coelho, the famous Brazilian 
guitarist and singer, and a cordial welcome was 
given to her by the audience. 

Speaking in English, Senor Segovia expressed 
his thanks for the enthusiastic welcome he had 
received and spoke of our love of the guitar and 
the necessity for us to persist in this love and to 
spread it. 

Madame Coelho charmingly accepted a bouquet 
presented to her by Miss J. Vollers our energetic 
Secretary and modeslly said she felt like a mouse 
at this reception to Segovia who had taught her 
much of the guitarist's art. 

Mr. Wilfrid M. Appleby, Editor of the P.S.G. 
Bulletin, said that he knew from his correspond
ence with guitar enthusiasts all over the world that 
a great number of them owed their enthusiasm to 
having heard a record of Segovia's playing. He 
then presented to Segovia on behalf of Mr. and 
Mrs. Ernest de Saram, of Kadawatta, Ceylon, the 
dedication of a beautiful new variety of orchid 
which Mr. de Saram had produced and named 
"Andres Segovia." Mrs. Sujatha de Saram had 
painted a lovely watercolour picture of this flower. 
Senor Segovia accepted this original act of homage 
with evident pleasure showing the picture to the 
delighted audience. 

Mr. R. Wearing, of Liverpool, then greeted 
Segovia on behalf of the Merseyside Branch of 
P.S.G. 

Mrs. Saunders-Davies, President of the 
Cheltenham Guitar Circle, speaking in both 
English and Spanish gave a warm greeting from 
this branch of P.S.G.-the first to be formed. 

Messages of greeting from the branches in 
Birmingham, Man<;:hester and Wales were read by 
Miss Vollers. Dr. Perott then called on various 
members of the audience including Mr. Turland 
Hill, Secretary of the Southern Federation of 
B.M.G. and Mr. A. P. Sharpe, the Editor of 
B.l'vf.G.", who said that it was some measure of 
the world-wide fame of Segovia that his records 
were obtainable in every land. He expressed the 
hope that Segovia would make more records while 
in this country. (It was later announced that a 
Segovia Record by Musicraft would soon be avail
able in Britain). Segovia was asked to carry 
hearty greetings to Mr. Bobri and the Society of 
the Classic Guitar in New York on his return to 
U .S.A. Segovia said that he hoped to return to 
England in September, 1948. 

During the interval for refreshments Mr. Selim 

drew a sketch portrait of Segovia. This will be 
autographed and photographic copies will be 
available to members. 

At Segovia's request Julian Bream played. His 
solos were by Carcassi, Bach, Tarrega and Coste 
and he was enthusiastically applauded. Segovia 
declared that in Julian we have a young guitarist 
of great promise and we should help him. 

Mr. W. Glover then played his original arrange
ment of "Greensleeves" after which Segovia said 
that he had persuaded Madame Coelho to sing. 
Borrowing Mr. Glover's Yacopi guitar, Madan1e 
Coelho gave an exquisite rendering of a song by 
Scarlatti arranged for the guitar by Segovia. In 
response to the enthusiastic request for an encore 
she sang, as only this great artist can, a Brazilian 
folk song called "The Little Frog.'' One seldom, 
if ever, hears any soloist sing words at such a 
terrific speed and yet with such absolute clarity and 
wealth of expression. It was amazing that she 
could do this so brilliantly and at the same time 
accompany herself on the guitar. 

The programme ended with "flamenco" in which 
Senor Pepe Mantas and Senor Joachim Gomez 
played guitars and Senora Mantas provided voice 
and castanets. The meeting closed by all present 
joining in the singing of "For he's a Jolly Good 
Fellow" and cheers in honour of Segovia. 

* 
A very beautiful painting by our member Piero 

Sansalvadore was hung at the back of the hall and 
greatly admired. It was a picture of an Italian 
guitar of exquisite workmanship by · Gennaro 
Fabricatore. 

Among those present were Madame Alice de 
Belleroche (Vice-President), Mr. Kennet, Mr. Moy 
Thomas, Mr. Chesnakov, Mr. White and others 
who have been members of the Society for many 
years; also Miss Victoria Kingsley and Mr. Elton 
Hayes (well-known broadcasting guitarist
singers). 

New acquain~nces were made and old friend~ 
ships revived in an atmosphere of cordiality and 
enthusiasm. 

The successful orgamsmg of this event 
demanded a great deal of energetic planning and 
valuable time. Few of us know the full amount of 
work which was done by Miss Vollers, our worthy 
Secretary, but it must have been very considerable 
indeed. Our very best thanks to her. 

Thanks also are due to Mr. L. J. Kingston our 
Vice-President, for providing us with such 
delicious refreshments; and also to other members 
who assisted in various ways. 

* 
Saying that in this country we are not born to 

the guitar one message read af the meeting des
cribed Segovia as, in a sense, "The Father of all 
Guitarists.'' Segovia remarked jokingly that he 
was sorry for the Mother ! 

Here are the messages to P .S.G. members in 
London and all the seven branches: 

From Madame Olga Coelho: 
"To the P.S.G. and , to its President Dr. Perott 

my very best and warmest wishes to spread more 
the love for the most beautiful of instruments, the 
guitar. Thanking your sweet reception. I 
remain, Sincerely yours, Olga Coelho.'' 
From Sevovia: 

"'l'OUJOURS ON CRESCENDO." 
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